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MPH EZ Author of this Caſe of Conſcience is a pri vate perſon) 
but a Gentleman of Letters, who hath long been a ſorrowful 
Pßectator of the general careleſsneſs, and negle of the 


' Clergy in obſerving the Rules, and Orders of the Church, by which 


| they have expoſed themſelves, and our Religion to great Contempt, 


weakned the Intereſts, I mean the Spiritual Intereſts of it, and give 


5 their beſt Friends among the Laity of both Sexes great occaſwn o 


% Offence, and their Enemies of all ſorts, who are Obſervators upon 


them in all places, great advantage againſt their Order , and great 


1% occaſion of reproaching it; though in truth it is only the obnozicns Men 
1» of the Order, and not the Holy Order that deſerves the Reproach. 


4 
* 


Among other Omiſſrons, he bath long lamented in too many of Et 


| them their ſcandalous dif regard of the Church's Rules, ad 


Rubricks, which concern the Miniſtration of Baptiſm, , 


pecially in the Pariſhes in, and about Londo n, herd hor ſame Lr 


be hath been an Obſerver of the many common Irregularities, for * i 
which fo many of the Clergy are anſwerable to God and Mn © 


in the Adminiſtration of that Holy Sacrament. It grieves bn 
to fee them adminiſter it in private Houſes, without the col Ei 


compelling necelfity contrary to its nature, as a publick Inſtitu - 
tion, and the univerſal Practice, not only of the moſt ancient, and pure 


Cpnrc hes, but of all the Churches,that now are in any part of Chriſten- b 


dom, excepting the Church of England, and not in her neither till 
late Years, when the Clergy began ta ſacrifice the pious Orders of the _ 
| CEburch, with their own Authority, and Huiour to their Intereſt, for © 


; whichtheir enemies deſpiſe ther, and in all Companies talk of it in ſuch a 


* 
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To the Reader. ? | 
manner, as grieves their Friends to. bear them, becauſe they can neis. 
ther defend, nor excuſe them. What can be ſaid to juſtifie, or excuſe- 
the corrupt Practice of Baptizing the Children of the Poor at Church, 
and of the Rich at Home? The Reaſon is evident why fo many of 


7 * 


the Clergy do ſo, and Atheiſts, Deiſts, thoſe Sons of Atheiſts; and all 
the Infidel Crew, that love to miſ-call Prieſthood, Prieſtcraft; male. 
ill uſe of it, and ſpeak of them in ſuch Language, as: the Love and 
Reperence I bave for them, will not let me repeat. 
Nay, the Miniſters of the French and Lutheran. Congregations. 
among us, cenſure them for the obliquity, aud partiality of this unchri- 
ſtian Practice, and will riſe up in Fudgment again ſt them to condemn .. 
them for it, and to diſcourage it, as much as he can, our Author hath 
Jome Thoughts of writing a ſhort difcourſe to ſhew the People the un- 
lawfulneſs of all private Baptiſms, excepting. when. neceſſity 
compels, but be had rather the Clergy, who wrote. ſo.many Caſes. 
for the ſake of the Diſlenters twenty. ears. ago, would prevent him. |. 
bypritng ſome, that are now-needful for their own People. This. 
would be more for their Honour, than to let private Perſons write. 
them, and get the reputation of reforming their Flocks, Which it is 
their true Intereſt to get themſelves. „ 
The Author of this Caſe, is one who, wiſhes them the Mo- 
eee een 
wrote it out of pure reſpectt to them, as well as charity ito, their Flocks,, 
having long laid to heart their too common practice of. admitting, 
Dcyumaricks to be Sureties in Baptiſm, nay, and Schilmaticks, 
whom they often know to be ſuch, and who ſometimes happen eto be. 
Schiſmaticks of oppoſite. Sefts, and. ſorts. They are the private. 
Cbriſtnings which are one great cauſe of theſe Irregularities., I. have 
been told of one, in which one of the Godfathers.was a Diſſenter, the 
other a Papiſt, and the Godmother of the Church of England, I 
have beard of others, in which, for the Jake.of diſſenting Sureties, the. 
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ours, in any Chamber, tbe genial Chamber not excepted, in which il 


on Communion, as are willing to be Sureties for their Children, at 
the expence of the gifts which are expected upon thoſe ocaſions, . 
1 1 the Parties asked have. been Kureties at ſuch expencee before. - 


'To the: Reader. 


"4 en of the Col bath been omitted, and of another, in ich; a Ms 
ſon of a Communion which cannot well be ima ined, flood Godfather 
for a Child. But, beſides the common uſe of private Chriſtnings, which 
is one occaſio on of this ſcandalous Practice, there is another cauſe of the 
growth of it, and that is the corrupt cuftom of making. Preſents to 
| Midwives, and Nurſes which makes Godfathers,and Godmothers of our 
Communion ſo difficult to be procured, When this ill Cuſtom firſt came in; 
1 cannot ſee,but Iam ſure it is now grown to ſuch eæceſo that it deſerves 
Cenſure, as well as private Baptiſm which truly deſerves to be chaſtiſed 
with the Epiſcopal Rod. It is to be hoped, that when the Convocation 
meets, ſomething will be done by way of Cenſure, to put a ſtop to both 
theſe Practices, which have already been the occaſions of Prophaning 
the holy. Minftration of Pape, and We ſuch a ſrandel pon our 
4 barch, 

The former Practice is 7 nuch in uſe, that a ſtranger, who liv" x 
ſome Months in a populous Pariſh, without ſeeing a-publick C briſtaing, 
 asked if. Children were bapti& d in the Church of England, and truly 
thoſe. who male reflections upon the deſuetude of publick Baptiſm-: 
among us, . may very well think that the Clergy, and People o 
not like it, F they baptize jo much in private, and love not to ad. 
miniſter that; Holy Sacrament, as its nature and dignity requires, in the 
Churches at Canonical houns of. Publick: Worſhip, but in bugger-mug 
ger without ſolemnity, and commonly, without. decency, at all 


ns 4 


. Chriſtians: of the primitive'times, Vithaup necefſ iy, vnd nut Pers of Pu 


Printe 


fer private De voti. Greeks 
The latter Practice is come to ſuch s an i height, that . Parent wh 


P the Church of England are often diſtreſſed to find ſuch of their ar Oxf 
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To the Reader. N 


Wherifore ſiuc 


were to be wiſhea, 


obſerve it, but endeavour to bring it into diſ-uſe. Nay, it were tobe 
of Societics, that they would form themſelves 
into Societies againſt it, eſpecially in populons Cities, for it occa aſions 25 


wiſhed in this Age 
confuſion of Faithful, and $chiſmatical Sureties together in the 


great 


ration of Baptiſm, becauſe it diſcourages the Faichful from do- 


ing their Duty in this inſtance of the greateſt Charity,and therefore the 


i of ſach ill Cuſtoms as this, and private Baptiſms next to that 
il manners, would be for the honour and ſervice of our Relgim, 5 


the glory of God, and the unſpeakable good of the Church. 
Hubmit 


ick Unity, rp le ought nor can have any 


ort nervous, and perſpicuous, even to common capacities, bein 
written in the 


baptiſmal ſtipulation camut be made without Sure 
ties, and ths corrupt Cuſtom hs: it difficult to procure them , it 
d, that good and exemplary: People would no longer 


what I ſay with all reverence to our Engliſh Clergy, " 
= -whom our Author alſo ſubmits bis little Book, which be bath writ- 
2 * SE, Sureties of Schiſmatical 8 to flipulati- 
Baptiſm, which,” as a Sacrament, is one of the maſt ſolemn acts 
78845 that the Faithful can perform, and in which, by the Rules 
| ol commus == 
| * with thofe, who cut themſelves off from the Church. The: Diſcourſe | 


no 
_ lan, aud familiar ſort of tile, that the People of | 
the Church might have the benefit of it, and that the modefty and — || 


A J, 


Mainneſs of it might encourage the cg to recommend it to their: 


 Flbeks. To conclade, the great Irregularity 


take ſome notice of 


againſt which it is writ= 
tens, is prafiiſed more or leſs all over the Kingdom, and it is boped, that 

the Flonourable Society for diſperſing Chriſtian Knowledge will 
it, and help to diſperſe it in all places; for 
Chriſtian Knowledge doth not only conſiſt in knowing Chriftian 
Dodrines, but Chriftian Inſtitutions, which concern the Poli- 

= ty, Otders good Government, Rights, Diſcipline, and 

1 en kae Church. 3 Pyuclice 44 

Y | POE © theſe 


NS. 


ke theſe 5 ole ſpeaking, are alſo neceſſary to Sie wt 
if the People in this Age of Latitude continue in Enorance of 
them, their Prieſts muſt anſwer to God for it, and in the mean kunt 
| thank themſelves if they daily revolt from them, and think "any 
| Preachers as good as thoſe of Epiſcopal Ordination ; nay , if they 
think Epiſcopacy it ſelf a web or an vnlawful thing, and to 


. out Se a to world 9 quali * and to N the Por, ho are 


To 1 he Reader, | 


communicats in a Conventicle as good and ſure, of it may be# ſu. 
rer way to Heaven, than to bold Communion with the Church. 
dere is one thing more, which ] cannot but recommend to bur Clergy 


in relation to Sureties in Baptiſm, and that is, to let the People now, 


that 4s none are too great, fo none are too low, or mean for that 2 
Performance. To convince them of this, they muſt be told, that CI 


4 ans, however different and unequal in their ctvibranks mid gurlieſes, 
gee as Chriſtians are all equal in the Commuti-wealth" of 
ey community of the'Catholick Chureh ; in which thete dught to be 10 


Ifrael, 


4 or reſpect of Perſons, eſpecialy ar the Font or Altar: 
of. a differente between Wo. and Rich n ChurcB Af 


5 was that. which St: Jantes-reproy' 4 his general Epiſtie, ] 
ought now to be-reprov d, eſpeeially in thoſe who had rather have Sure. 
ties of any. Religion, than take ſuch as-are in rant, or eſtate be. 


neath themſelves, tho they-are their Chriſtian Peers, nd with them 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. God, who is no reſpetter , 
Perſons,. but, in . Eyes the poor and rich are equal, cannot but 

be offended with this Partiality, which proceeds partly from the moſt » 


corrupt mercenary cuſtom, I mention d 11755 and partly from a vain 
affeftation even in good People to have Godfathers and Godmothers for 


4 their Children of oaldly note and character, which many times, in 
many places, and by many accidents are bande te be procur ed. I.. 
would be nuch more pleaſong to Cod, and agreeable to their Chriſti.- 


an Profeſſion to chooſe the beſt C briflians they can find, with 


nich 
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Thus the ancient Greeks and Romans would rather chooſe. in 
their laſt Wills and Teftaments to mate honeſt, and undęrſtand- 
ing Slaves Fiduciary Heirs, to whom they might commit their 
Children, ard Eſtates, than the noblefſt, and greateſt of the Com- 


great Truſt of Spiritual Surctiſhip, 7 think. thoſe Chriſtians 
att moſt according to the Mind of God, their character as 


Chriſtians, and the rules of Chriſtian Prudence, ho in choice of -- 


Sareties,who are Truſtees for their Children, prefer their Inferiours, 


are dert nous and faithful, before their equals or ſuperiours,who tho, 
rich, and great in this World, are not ſo in Faith, and good Works, 


In this they will follow the example of .the beſt Chriſtians, in the 


beſt,and pureſt times, and as bad as this Age is, let them not doubt 


But that God will raiſe up others to follow their good Example to 


care, and piety in that which is to come; + 
Hes Hege e, rad i & fc. , N 
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Before the Rich, who are poor therein, 
mon wealth, in whom they could not repoſe Truſt. And as tothe 


they be Servants, or in other reſpects beneath them, if they 
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Godfather, or Godmother to a Child? 


Alis Queſtion may eaſily be reſolved, by conſidering the Office or Duty 


if we firſt briefly conſider the nature of Baptiſm. „ 
. Now Baptiſm is the admiſſion of a Perſon into the Covenant of the 


4 3 
% a 


Goſpel ; and as in all Covenants there are Parties, who mutually ſtipulates 


ſo in this the Parties are, Almighty God, who graciouſly condeſcends, to 
admit his Creature into this Covenant with him, and on his part confers 
on him the great benefits of it: And the Perſou to be baptiſed , who on the 


* 


and Godmothers appointed by the Church. _ 
1. To prelent them to be Baptized. 
2, To Stipulate, or Contraft for them,” 


. » 
” 
* 7 


3. To take care of rheir Inſtruttion and Edacation, according to the obligation” 
of their Baptifindl VU Mr 312; 1p OUT 2 320 191332406 BIR 


Firſt then, Godfather: and Godmothers art appointed” by the * Vid. Rubrick before the 


other ſide engages to perform all the Conditions of it. But becauſe God 


Qu. May a Prieſt admit a Perſon in Schiſm, to be 


of Godfathers and Godmother; ;, and we ſhall underſtand that better, 


% 
# 


7 


« 
* 
* 


doth not viſibly act in his Church, but by the Miniſtry of Men, the Prieſt by 
Commiſſion from him, aas in his Name; and becauſe Children by reaſon 
of their tender age cannot act for themſelves, they eſpecially have Godfathers 


* 


— 


*. 


* Church : Which ſhews that Schiſmaticbs arè not to be re · the Office of baptiſim, aud 


ceived; becauſe the Church can never be ſupposd to che e men, 


Accommodat illis Mater 


1 WAR brett E 3 1 921 9 7 =P — * * . fb. A ſtol. ber 
tatlons, br. By charitable Cenſures; but ſhe never e bee 


have appointed them. For they having broken off their Raclefia, aller pedes, ur 


Offeruntur quippe Parvult 


relation. to her, and ceaſing to be Her Members, . ſhe renzen, alis am Cor, ar | 
hath' nd more co do with them, unleſs it be to endea- credant,aliorum lingnam, ut 
vour to reduce them into her boom by eatneſt Exhor- ſtipalent. Aug. Serm. 10. 


calls them to any Office, or commits any truſt to ad percipiendum Spiritua-' 


them, till they are reſtored; and if any of her Prieſts em gratiam” non tam ele, 
| : | M | quorun geftantar mantbus ft. 


: do H A * 20218 | D N 2242 * 9 a 
doth it, he exceeds his Commiſſion, and is accounta e fung quam ab 


: 1 © EIFS © "atque fidelium. Aug. Rp. 23. 
1 ; JJ 1:0 by . , 4 py i” 3 o $4 7 * 1 2 *” - 7 3 2; AD - "4 655. 6 TT 1 47 
ff. To F prefent thein to Baptiſm, chat is, to be admit 


ted into the Chriſtian, Sbciety. But are thoſe Perſons f 1 fn ththe Godfatherr and 
C. . *thar th Pri 
to preſent others to be adrijrted into it? At leaſt can ub, Te haue broughe © 


any 


_ AR "Mal . kized, bas jon may ſee in 
chem?! Aa, e EC OD TIES 
„%%. reseten thy the Author of Reſponſ ſ. ad Orthod oxos. 


ble to her, as will fa ther a We. conſider thoſe © aniverſa ſctetate ſanForum 


this Child here to be bip- 


is 2 F" | 
244. To ffipulate with God and his Church for the performanc de of the 
conditions of this Covenant. This Contract always was, and is ſtill made in 
a very ſolemn manner, by Queſtion and Anſwer, according to the ancient 
forms of ſtipulation, as may be ſeen in the Office, and for this reaſon God- 
fathers and — were call d 24 x by the Greeks, Sponſorets, ſuſceptores, 


and fide jaſſores by the Latin,, and Suret ie, by our Church in her Catechiſm. And 


een mas. St. Aut in in one of his Sermons tells all Godfathers and 
res fonte falros i. Godmothers, * that tbey were Sureties to God for their God- 
- x4 oro ſis fn children. Now, the conditions for the performance of 
— Ben e, Which they are Sureties, are in three words, Repentapce, 
Serm..de Temp. 118. Faith, and Obedience. 

To paſs over the firſt of theſe conditions, and come to Faith, which is this fe- 
cond. How can a Prieſt admit a Schiſmatick to be a Surety to God and his Church. 
for the Child's Fzb, whom he knows to err (practically) at leaſt in two great 

Articles of it, The Holy Catholic Church, and The Com- 
en munion of Saint,: Eſpecially ſince, as an ancient Au- 
Bavlionare; dx490 74 thor 2 I Children are eſteemed worthy of the benefits 

of Bapteſm, for the Faith of thoſe that preſent them to ir. 

The Prieſt however demands whether he believes theſe: 
Articles, as well as the reſt, and he anſwers that he Fed. 
[aft believes them all; and yet ĩt is evident that the:Queſtion underſtands them 
one Senſe, and the Anſwer is made in another; for, the Church, and her 
Miniſter, who puts the Queſtion, underſtand them in the Catholick Senſe, and 


his Schiſm. And if the Prieſt explain'd the Queſtions According to #ke Do- 
Arine of the Church, and then put them to the Godfather, 
2 ee ehe off fti- he muſt change bis Anſwer, and ſay, All theſe I do not 


i quis, ad ea que in- ftedfaſtly believe, and then the Prieſt cauld proceed no 


—_— inte . farther till better Sureties are found, or he muſt uſe A 


Tit. 20. Sc&. * Qtffice of private Baptiſm. But are not actions, a Ma A 


„ Tolenm ones, as fignificantas words ; and do not. 

Practices 88 diſcover their Senſe as their Heclara tions _. ... 

However, if his Faith may paſs vnqueſtion d, it is certain, he. can; g1ve no Fe. 
ni for the performance of the third Condition, DIRTY” all God's Compi, | 
ene, And. not to repeat the abſurdity that ariſes. from: th ge 7 — 55 
which the queſtion is put, and the anſwer made, t e contradidlion Which. 18 
more eyident with reſpect to ſome of. the Command than any 8 ch the Ar. 
ticles. of Faith, not to repeat this, I fay, barely, to 53 this oced dure 18e: 
nough to condemn' it. Herea Prieſt admits one 4 Surety, for anothers- Obedience 
to God's Commandments, who lives himſelf in ana W d violation of keveral 
of them ; of the fifth, which according to ont bega 95 cane Fs 


ſubmiſſion to our Spiritual Paſtors, and all.! 5 e Sh 


I which require Chriſtians to live in Unuy, 20557 7270 F ** en tha 
the Rule over hem in the Lord, &c. He E 1 Dro Secu th it the 


Child {tall be ſubject to Bis f. iritpal Paſtors, from a Perſon who diſowns them. 
That be ſhall be educated in the unity of the Church, and the right Communion, 


the Schilmatick anſwers in his own, that is, according to the Principles of ; 


: ma (3) 5 

from one, who by the Principles of his own Practice is engag'd to educate him 
in the wrong. Doth it become a faithful Steward of the Myſteries of Chriſt, 
to diſpenſe them with ſo little caution, and to take ſuch, which is no ſecurity, 
that they ſhall not beabuſed ? ee ee © pat 

2dly. Godfathers and Godmethers are appointed by the Church, to take, care 
| of the Childs Inſtruction and Education in the Chriſtian Religion, according 
to the obligation of his Baptiſmal Vow. The Author of the Eccleſiaſtical Hie- 
. rarchy, who is ancient, though not Dionyſius the Areo- | 

pagite, faith that the Child is is deliver d to the God- 
fether, as + to a Maſter or Inſtructor in Divine things. Vs EE FM 
And our holy Mother the Church, in her Exhortation See the FR 0 
to the Godfather and Godmother, ſolemnly commits the chiſe of the Office of þayriſm- 
Baptized Child to their charge and inſtruction. It i: your * Temp. 
parts and duties to ſee that this Infant be taught as ſoon as he 15. n enen 


F era ret Oe Tatd de 
va. Ecci. Hlerar * t. Wa 


vobts nati ſunt, quam illqs 
quot de fonte excipiſtis, caſti- - 


ſhall be able to learn what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe and Profeſſi- 
on be hath here made by you. And that he may know theſe 
things the better, ye ſhall call upon bim tear Sermons, and 


Prayer and the Ten Commandments in theValgar Tongue, and 


gate aty; corrigite , ut caſts, 


| ut juſts, ut ſobrie vivant. 
chiefly ye ſhall provide that he may learn tbe Creed, the Lord's © Synhod Moguntin. can. 47. 


Jubentur compatres Fpirita- 


| | les filtolos ſuos Catholics in- 
all other things which a Chriſtian oug ht to know and believe ſirnere. „ 
to his Soul's Health, &c. Te are to take care that this Child © © 
be brought to the Biſhop to be confirwd by him, &c. Not to ask here whoſe Ser- 
mons the Prieft directs them to, and whoſe Sermons he believes the Godfathers 
wili call upon him to hear: By what Biſhop the one would have him Cu-. 
firm'd : And to what Biſhop the other will carry him, or whether to anFp : 
Not to put ſuch queſtions as theſe It is certain in the mean time, that the 
Church here commits the Child to the Godfather and Godmotber, with à charge 
that he learn the fore- mentioned Particulars, and all o:ber thinzs whith . 
Chriſtian onght to know and believe to his Souls Health. Now, that he is to be ſub. 
je& to that Authority that Chriſt hath” eſtabliſned in his Church; that he is 
to adhere to the Communion of the Lavful Governours and Paſtors of it; 
That he is to keep Chriſtian Unity, and avoid schiſin, are ſome of thoſe 
things which a Chriſtian ought to know and believe to his Soul's Health. But 
are theſe things to be learnt in Schiſm? Or hath the Church appointed 
Schiſmaticks to be her Childrens Guides to the right Communion ? And if the 
bath 0h by what Authority doth her Presbyters commit them to theſe In- 


„ „ OL nc "ON 1 5 F 
_  Withreſpec to theſe ru Conditions of the Baptiſmal Covenant I might obſer ve, 
that none that I ever heard of, thonght a Heretick fit to be a Godfather to a 
Child, For what reaſon ? Becauſe he can be no Swrery for the Child's Faith": 
And with as much reaſon ought he to exclude a Schiſmatick, becauſe he can be 
no Surety for the Child's Education in the Right Communion, which is include 
in the third condition of this Covenant as well as the belief of any Article of 
Faith is in the ſecond: And therefore to be in Catboliak Communion, ' hath al 
ways been held neceſſary, as well as to profeſs the Orthodox Faith; and Schifm was 
ever look d upon to be dangerous to the Souls of Men, as well as Hereſie, And 
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any Man doubts, of this, he might eaſily be convinced, but for the preſent 
let him remember that che Church cqually prays to be delivered from both. 


From all falſe Doctrine, H-refie, and *. Good Lord deliver . 


Before 1 conclude, 1 will conſider the Reaſons that may be given for admit- 
ting Schiſmaticks to; this Office. 1. They ſeem to imagine that -Godfarhers 
and Godmothers in a Chriſtian Country are only a Formality ; Or, 2dly, If they 
are more, that the Church hath by no Canon forbid. Scl i{atick, to be admit- 
ted; And 34, That ſometimes others are not to be got. Se 

As to the firſt : It is certain Godfathers and Godmothers were never inſtituted 

a Fomelity, but for thoſe great and weighty Ends before mentioned; 
if ſome Parents chuſe them as if they were, it is a Presbyter's Duty to 
their Miſtake, and not by a criminal compliance to confirm them in it. 
for the Miniſters of this Sacred Contract, which is made. in ſuch obliga. 
| terms, and in ſo ſolemi.-a manner, to look upon it, after all, as a mat- 
_ ter of meer Form is to fay, that. they gregiouſly trifle, when they are acting 
inthe moſt ſerious manner in che World. 
2dly. Godfathers and God mothers are not required by our Church ouly, but it 
EY. | zs a Practice, which: hath hath the conſent of the whole 
Flibde bape.Cap.c. 1% Church of God in all Ages. We find them in. Tertullian 

| who lived in part of the Age next to the Apoſtles,and' 
wrote in the beginning of the following, and. he ſpeaks of them in a manner 
| that ſhews the practice was general then.: and if it was general ſo early, and 
mi the univerſal conſent of the Church in allſucceding Ages, it may very well 

33 be reſotved into an Apoſtolicat Tradition, according 
* fed mniverſa rener Eccle- to the known. Rule of St. Auſtin. * What i, held 

2 Oo as by. the Univerſal. Church, and hath not been eſtabliſhed by 

rin, Councils, but bath been always-retain'd, is maſt juſtly efteern- 

madinum refteffims creditar. © © ed. ro have been deliver'd by. Apoſtolical 27 5 1 

1 5 As to that part of the Argument that would take 

off the neceſſity of Sodfathers and Godmothers, becauſe we do. not live amongſt 

Fleatbens., I ſhall only fay, That whilſt. we live amongſt Deiſts, Hereticks, and hs 

Sebiſmaticks, the Church hath. but too great reaſon to require Security for 

thoſe ſhe Baptizes. Nay, were alk Men Chriſt ians, ard were. all Chriſtians 

of one Faith and one Communion, as long as there is ſo great danger from 

thoſe conſtant Enemies, the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, which are..r8- 

nunc d ia Baptiſm, and is the firſt. condition of it, ſhe hath ſtill reaſon e- 

novgh to require. Sureties to preſerve the Child from thoſe. fatal Enemies, and 

eme, as much as in them lies, his Chriſtian and Vertuous Education. 

Nor is the Surety's Duty ſuperſeded by the Parents Care, it. is of good; uſe, 

even where the Parents diſcharge their Duty: But, becauſe 1 Hat is ſtill con- 

tingent, 7 Provifion-will be always neceſlary againſt the Death, or long 

Abſence, the Apoſtacy, or negligence of Parents. And though, I doubt not 
_ but t numbers owe their Chriſtian Knowledge and Vertue, next the 

Erace of God, to their Surety Care of their Education; yet if but one Perſon 
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hath been ſecur d thereby, ſo invaluable is the Salvation of one Soul; it was 
a happy inſtitution, and worth the obſervance of ſo many. Ages. 
34h. To ſuppoſe that Sureties in Baptiſm are only a Formaliiy, is to give 
the Anabaptiſts a greater advantage than their Cauſe could ever have afforded 
them. For their chief objection againſt the Baprijn of Infants, is, that they 
cannot perform the Conditions, & c. Which objection is therefore prapos d 
in theſe queſtions of our Catechiſm; Why: then are Infants baptig d when by rea- 
ſon of their tender Age they cannot perform the Conditions required of Perſons, that 
come to be Baptivd? Which the Church anſwers 5 Becauſe they promiſe them- 
by their Sureties, which Promiſe when they come to Age, them(elves are bound to per- 
form. But now, to. ſay that Sureties are only a Formality (and I may add, to ad- 
mit Schiſmaticks for Sureties) deſtroys the Churchs Anſwer, and leaves bifant-- 
baptiſm under the force of the Adverſary's, Objection. Whereas were there a: 
Religious Care taken by Parents in the choice, and by the Minſters of Religion 
in the admiſſion of Sareties; and in conſequence of that, a conſcientious diſ- 
charge of the Sureties Duties, in ſeeing that the Child be edveated in all Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge and Vertue: It would not only juſtifie the Church's Anſwer, 
but alſo be one of the moſt effectual means to revive Chriſtianity amongſt us, 
to reform in ſome meaſure the preſent, and give us greater hopes of the 
next Gener min, „ | ee 
As to the ſecond Argument. That Scbiſmatichs are not by any Canon exclu- 
ded from being Godfathers and God mot bers. r this is true; I anſwer, 
the Inſtitution, and gives the 


died; nay, Fews and Mabometant too, for neither are they excluded by name, 


1 eee 


Indeed, ſome. things are not fe 


themſelves, that it was never ſuppos d they would bs practiced :. 
But, 24h. If the Letter of the Canon doth. not, the conſtant Practice of the 
Church, which hath the force of a Law, and is ever the beſt Interpreter of her 
_ Laws, hath excluded them : For this holds in the Chriſtian as well as the? 
civil Society, where Uſe is ſufficient (as we are taught in Zufinian's Inſtitutions)) 
to introduce a Law” without Writing fer continued Cuſtoms, 15 „ 
approved by the conſent of thoſe that uſe them, have the force Lib 1. Tit. 2. c. . Size- | 
f Eaws: * And we have the reaſon of it in thoſe words © dt hgh es wes" 
' of the great Lawyer Julian. + Where is the difference „ 
whether the Community declares its will by Suffrages , or by probati, legem- imitantus... - 
Fats ? And if the univerſal Practice of a Society hath ſo: _ „ 
great force as to become a Law, its Authority is undiſ- f, ud inrereſt ſuffragio>” 


aids ih te . Wer n Pulut wolintaten uam 
putable in the Interpretation of a Law, eſpecially when JP b, e 1 


fair. Upon which H:raldus, who quotes him, faith, Aui igitur Iegem condere, idem & conſnet udine m. 
4 pre lege cuſtodiretur, inducere,. Hirald. Digreſ. J. "If £ | 5 = 
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that interpretation is founded on the reaſon of it. We have no ſuch cuſtoms, nor 
"IF " the Churches of God, was thought by the Apoſtle, a 
rc 11. v.16 F ſufficient anſwer to the Contentious I need not ſpend 
time here to prove that it was not the cuſtom of the 

ancient Church ever to admit Schiſmaricks for Suretieſ. He muſt be a very great 
ranger to her Diſcipline, and her treatmeut of Schifmaticks, that imagines ſhe 
ceerdid, and will find his miſtake, when he ſeeks for any Inſtance of it, 

+» "But 3%, To come to our own Church. It ſeems evident that ſhe deſigns even 
he her Canons to exclude them, and to admit 20 Godfarbers, or Godmothers but 


 *he atmitred Godfathers and Godmothers who have not been partakers of the 
*Holy Communion : The reaſon of which Canon I take to be, that the Church may 
beraffircd that thoſe who undertake this Charge be of competent underſtanding 
inthe Chriſtian Religion, and in full Communion with her. And by the next 


e capable of being Godfarhers or Godmothers. Re Ep | 


mult take Schiſmaticks or they cannot Baptize the Child. It is certain that Bap- 
tin muſt not be delayed has » the Church doth not allow it, the hazard of the 


anſwer, No. For, this is a caſe which can never happen but in ſuch exi- 
gences, as are cauſed by Voyages, War, Peſtilence, or Perſecution. And then 
they muſt Baprize with two, or with one, if no more can be got, which hath 
been ſometimes anciently practiced. But what if none can be procured ? It is 
cif for it. 1 conclude with that excellent Petition of our Liturgy, 


0 


their Life and Dockrine ſet forth thy true an lively Word, and rightly and duly admi- 
aifer roy Holy Sacraments. Amen, gn e ee ee 


do are in ſull Communion with her. The 29th Cannon faith, © None ſhall 


Canon but one before that, ſhe repels all Schiſmaricks from the Table of the 
Lord. By the 29th Canon then, none who are not capable of the Holy Com- 
munionare capable of being Godfarhers or Godmothers: But by the 27th Canon, 


As for the laſt Argument, that, when other Swreties cannot be got, they 


ail not permit it. But muſt they therefore take Schiſmaticks for Suretie:? * 


= caſe of neceſſity, and the Church hath provided the Office of Private Bap- 


Gos race, O Heavenly Father, to all Biſbops and Curates, that "they. may both. by” 
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If they do not, they equivocate when they are entring uutur, id eff, tam Pate, 


of the Church, it is an affront to his Juſtice and Holi- Snrendant. Auguſt. Serm, 


and whoſe part is as unacco table as any. For, by chuſing Schiſmazicks .. 
Sureties for their Children, they, eſtabliſh.a right to Educate them oppo-  ? 


of the Child; but in this caſe they muſt unavoidably interfere The N 
rents are under the ſtricteſt obligations to train up their Child in Chriſtian 
Knowledge and Practice, and to fecure him from Error and Schiſm : But 


ted, and the Catholick Communion ta fall under Perſecntiou. 


Children are in danger of loſing that Communion, and which add new 
weight to their 5577 in danger by their irregqlar act. Thus they W7.se 
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their Prniciples is ſinful, and if they are Men of 10 Principles, th 
concern d in this queſtion. nor any other, where Religion is concern d. 


ſame danger, but alſo to give them a right to ſeduce; him, and a right. that; 
may poſſibly 


Parents live, yet. after their death the Children's Religion falls of courſe | 
under their Care and Direction. It. is poſſibly then one of the greateſt | 
Comforts of the Parents that they die in the Communion of the Church, 
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H O' the Prieſfs Duty was only concern d in the Queſtion, yet from what 
hath been ſaid, it appears, that it muſt be unlawful for a Schiſmatick to un- 


dertake this-Charge,as well as for the Prieſt to admit him; and all that I need ſay 
more, is, that, ſince the Sureties enter into a Contract with 


God, | and ſince all Contracts are to be taken in the ſenſe . Anſcant {+ fideiſſwes.. 
of thoſe, who have a right to make the terms of them, eſſe ipſoram,pro ipfis ee h 
this: muſt: be unjuſtifiable for Perſons of a. ſeparate /Pordent, quod abrenuncient, * 
3 ; hey i d Tf. 1 Diabolo, Pompis, & Operibus 
Communion, whether they intend to perform it or no; % Grid 1 2 
h nſwer in the ſenſe of the Church, or not: hn , i es 
whether they a 3 * excapiunt, quam qui excipi· 


into a Contract with God; whictr is am affront to 


e 
Truth and Omniſcience; if they do anſwer in the Senſe iſto in Baptiſmi Sacra- 


mento con ſcribunt cuſtadire 


neſs, to ſuppoſe that they may engage themſelyes to de Eng. 213. 


% 


him to Educate a Child in a way, which according to 


* 2 4 
_- 


8 


ey, 


ate. not 
I ſhall add one word to the Parents, who are the ſource of this difordery”. 


ſite to their awn, - The Pareis RRht 4 founded. in Nature, and the Sureties, . 
in the Inſtitution of their Office, and both ought to concur in the Education 


to chuſe Godfatbers or Godmothers in Schiſin, is not only to expoſe him to the-- 


defeat their own, whenever the £chiſm happens. to be abet q 
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But if if they have not ſo much Zeal, to take the advantage While the- 


but what a ſevere allay will it be to that Joy, to conſider that thein } 
31 cel 8 8 Ber n ASST be: 5» T7 dd 
unde od arè the Authors of their Being, and ſhould be of their Hap ss? 


el 3 


dee Oniifſion are great faults in Parents in the Education of their 
What is it to lay Snares, and prepare Temptations for them? Þþ 


, 


not what"they deſign, or deſire, but it is the tendency of 

hat they do, and may -prove the- event of it. EDS | 
Do they act thus in Femporal Matters? Do they eyer chooſe thoſe Truſtees 
for their Eſtates, and Guardians of their Children,* who by Principle or 
are engaged to keep them out of Poſſeſſion. The Folly is the fame 
oF, both, but the Fault and the Conſequences incomparably worſe in the pre- 
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